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ration card* in Albania 


A dmlnlatr ative Control 


2, "Control of purchases of broad, other food commodities and. clothing passes through 
the following administrative channels s The Kryeminia tula (Council of Ministers) issues 
orders to the. Ml alatrla Tragtifla.Selcalonit TSSsEI^Ga/t "^Ministry of Commerce, action Cards 
Section), Blv. S'aqiprla a Re, Tirana; ®h£a ministry” iasuAs orders in turn to th® Commerce 
Section; of the Komltet Exaekutiv Kahillit Popullor Rxathit (Executive Commlttt;. of the 
People's Board) of each of Albania's 22 regions and also to the Commerce Section of th© 
Executive Committee of the People's Board for. the City of Tirana. 
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"Ration card's are issued by: 


(a) The Commerce] section of the Executive Committee or zue People's Board in 
each regional capital and also the one for the city of Tirana proper* tot 
nil peraona entitled to receive ration car da who are not within the 
Government's field of labor. 


(b) The Nan/Funslt Trlaktimit (Ration Card Supervisor) in each and ovary State 


rtntflypiM HS) 1 na t/1 t.uii on, mini st/r y* plant etc. to: all persons who ST9 ^ 
within the Govarrueont 1 s field, of labor and also to their relatives ( x.fe* 
children —even if attending school*, uncles* aunts* mother and father of 
head of the family* grandmo.th.er and grandfather of the head of the family) . 


U» "Ration cards are la sued for three main, categories of consumer goods t 


Buka - Bread 

tfsilqlmi - Pood Commodities 

feateathje - Clothing 


"All ration cards are printed by the s tab ilimanti Mihal . Duri* Rr e Kavajee, Tirana. 


6. "All ration cards bear a stamp on the right hand, corner of the front page over the 
serial number of the Kom. Ekz. K.r. of the city of Tirana or of the regional capital 
where it has bean. Issued no special indication of the section of the People's Board* 
Ration card- of State employees bear on the rear page the round stamp of the Nen/Punes Trisk- 
tlmlt of the State institution etc. concerned, also that person.' 6 signature. 


7* "FarmarB, and even send of farmern who are attending elementary s chool in villages or 
localities* are not ontltled to ration cards of any kind. 


6. "There are 13 general categories of ration cards t 


(a) Trlske Qrdinere - Ordinary Ration Cards. 


Issued to i (1) Non-employed wives of heads of families, whoje husbands 
are in the Government's field of labor — regardless of 
the husband's typo of Job. 


(2) People aged 55 and over, regardless of social origin* 
f vho are not employed. This oategoiy includes 
' reactionaires ' . 


(3) Children aged 13 months through six years, regardless of 
parents • flociol origin. 


(U) All persona under 55 who possess a Raportl Mediko-Logal 
(Medical Certificate) iasued by the ModlcaL-Legal 
Commission of a regional civilian hospital stating that 
they are unfit or unable to work for medical reasons. 


Trlske Buko Qrdfnore ■» ordinary Bread Ration Card 


Issued each month* with detachable coupons for each day of the 
month. Amount of dally ration printed on each coupon (in Jan $2 
the dally ration was U00 gms). Bears month, bearer's name and 
surname* address and. statement that 'Duplicates are not issuable* 

( ' Rubllkat nuk leahohat'). The February card will naturally have 
only 2(1 coupons. No regulations cn the i*aar page. Paly the 
br^acl ration card is detached from a register* leaving a counterfoil 
w.nl ch indicates bearer's name and surname* address and serial 
number of his card. 


Trlske Ushqbnl ordinere — ordinary Food Commodities Ration Card 


issued each month with a detachable coupon for each commodity 
with the an cant of the ration printed on it. (In Jon ?* the 
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amounts veret 


sugar - 200 gms 
Makai-on - macaroni ~ 200 gms 
Vaj - cooking oil - 100 gms 
Qrlz - rice 
Sapmn - soap 
Fasule - beajoc 
Karmu..cit - jam 
Diathe - chaase 
Sallee - tomato 
sauce 

Kripe - salt 
Veze - eggs 
Mi ah - meat 
U1H - oliyes 


- 250 gms 

- 150 gms 

- 250 gms 

- 500 gms 

- 250 gms 

- 250 gms 


- ^00 gms 

- four” (cop means pieces) 

- 900 gms 

- 500 gms 

Zarzavate - vegetables t ) Quantity depends on 

Peine - fruits * ) | availability , depending on 

the Bloku Kooparatlves 
KoaasumLt (Group of Consump- 
tion Cooperatives) for the 
region, e g Bloku K.K.K. is 
Consumption Cooperatives of 
i the Kukoa region. 


Trlake?bahi»athje Qrdinero - Ordinary Clothing Ration Card 


Issued every three months for a three-month period. The detachable 
coupons each bear the initials of the mouths for which they are 
valid (eg .T.SH.K is Janar-January, Sfakurt-Februory, Mara-Karch) 
and a number pertaining, to certain, items listed on the back, of the 
card. The last two coupons also bear tkw inscription KHE.dtl, which 


moans Erie ^uzhine (kitchen items-pots and pans etc.) Total points for 


(b) Triake Pun tori Leht 2 ( P.1,,2) - Light Workers' No. 2 Ration Cards 


Issued tot (1) Employees within, the Government's field of labor whose 

monthly basic pay ( rrogo base ) does not exceed 2070 Lek. 


(2) All children attending courses within the so-called 
7 yiecare (Seven-Year Education) t elementary school 
pupils and 
inclusive . 


pupils and scml-matura (gymnasium) students. Ages 7-lY*. 


As in (a) there are three types of cards, resembling those in (a). 
Trlsk* Buke P.1.2 


Rosy-colored. Each daily coupon worth Jan 52 six hundred gms bread. 
Triake Usfaqimi F.L.2 

Blue (light) in color. Jon. 52..tha amounts weret 


Sheqer 

- 250 

gms 

Makar on 

- 250 

gms | 

Vf.j 

- 100 

gms 

Orta 

- 300 

gms 

Sapun 

- 200 

gms 

Fasule 

- 300 

gms ! | 

Marine lat 

- 500 

gms 

Diathe 

- 250 

gms 

SaU.ce 

- 500 

gms 

Kripe 

- 500 

gras 

Vesa 

- six 


Miah 

-1000 

gms 

lilli 

- 500 

gms 

Zarzavate and 

pome variable 
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White card, issued lor three iron the. No 
axotc card ia iaauad also to Puintorl Leht 
regulations on the back pertaining to the 
for various clothing Items. Total points 


(c) Tricks Puatorl Leht 1 « Light Workers' 


tei not P.1,. 2 because the 
1. This card bctrs 
number of points necessary 
for three months j u7. 


leaned to(regardless of sex, as above) t 

(1) Workers and employees in the Government' e field of labor 
whose monthly basic pay ranges between 2100-3^00 Lek. 

Note i workers in produkalonlt - production output, e g 
the Mi a to Manaa Furniture Plant or the Sombinatl Tekstllllt 


Stalin in Tirana - 
month are entitled 
or 2. 


whose pay ia not more than 3b00 Lek per 
to the Heavy Workers* Ration! Cer-1 No. 1 


(2) Studentn in giyianaaet (gymnasium), lloete (lycaum) and 
magma ehkolla ( medium 'school) status, regardless of age, 
but narinall'y"15 


through 18. 


Trlake Buka P.L.l 


Dark brawn card, similar in format to that in (a), 
coupon worth 700 gma Jan 52. 


Trlake Ushqlml P.L.l 

Light brown card, similar in. 
exactly clear in descriptive text) may 
issuable Jan 52* Shoqer - 300 gma 

Makaron - 300 gms 

Vai - 150 gma 

Or in - 300 gms 

Sapun - 200 gms 

Fasule - 300 gms 

Marmelat - 500 gma 

Diathe - 250 gms 

Sallee - 500 gms 

Veze - six 

Kiah -1000 gms 

Ulli . - 500 gas 


Each 


dally 


format to that in (a). £ Color not 
be yellow .7 Amounts 

Kripe - 500 gma 


7,arza\ 


ivate and Peme variable, as in (a). 


‘Jfriskm Voohmbathje P.L. 

Same as that iasued Light Workers No. 2 L 


(d) Trlake Punter Rand 1 - Hoavy Workers' No 1 Ration Cards 


Issued to (regardless. of asx) 1 Smployoaa within the Government's field 


of labor whose basic: monthly wage 
made for shock workern^who have a 

Trlake Buka P.R.l 


exceeds 6000 Lek, An exception is 
special ration card. 


Dark rod card, similar In format to the Trleke Bufce Ordlnore. 
Issued for on-; month. Each coupon worth J»n $ 2 , 1000 gms bread 


daily. 
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Triske Ushqiml P.R. 1 


Dark rad card, similar in format to the Triske Ushqiml Ordinera 


r one month. 

Coupons worth 

Shoqer 

- 

500 gms 

Makaron. 

- 

500 gms 

Vaj 

am 

200 gms 

Orlz 

- 

500 gms 

Sapun 

- 

250 gms 

Fasule 


500 gms 

Marmelat 

- 

500 gms 

Dlathe 

- 

250 gms 

Sallee 

- 

500 gms 

Kripe 

- 

500 gms 

Veze 

- 

1° 

Mish 

- 

two kgs 

urn 

- 

500 gms 


Trlaka Ve.ahaiba . thje P.R. 


•Horma^.' red card, similar lu format to the Triske Vaahinabethje 
Ordinera, with da uaciiabla . coupons and. regulation printed on the 
back. Total, number of. clothing, points, for three months' 1+8. 
Note i This same card Is. Issued sAso to Heavy Workers No. 2, ao 
there la no number after the P.R. In the title* 


(a) Trlaka Puntor Rand 2 


Heavy Workers' No. 2 Ration cards 
XeauacL to (regardless of seat)* (1) 


Workers In the Government's field of 
labor whose basic monthly pay ranges 
between 3UQ0-6OOQ Lek, Including those 
In Produksionlt . 


( 2 ) 


All students at tebhnlcal schools 
(engineering etc.) 


Triske Boko P.R. 2 


Light red card, similar. In format to tha Triske Buks Otrdinero. in 
Jan 52 each coupon worth 800 gms, thus 800 gme bread dally. 


Trlaka Pahqlal P.R. 2 


Light rad card, similar In format to the Trlaka Ushqiml Ordinera* 
Monthly coupons worth Jan 5?: f 


Sheqer 

- 

Upo gms 

Makaron 

M 

5p0 gms 

Vaj 

wm 

200 gms 

Orlz 

- 

1+00 gms 

Sapun 

an 

250 gms 

Fasule 

- 

1+00 gms 

Karmelat 

- 

500 gms 

Dlathe 

- 

250 gms 

Sallee 

- 

500 gms 

Kripe. 

- 

50C gms 

Veze 

- 

eight 

Misti 

-1500 gms 

Ulll 

- 

500 gms 


Triske Veahafca.th,je P.R. 


Same, card Issued. Heavy Workers. No. 1* 
three months. 


Forty-eight points for 
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(T) Triake Sul-usi - Ration Cards for Shock-workers (Sulmusi, Staicanovistl) 


These cards resemble the Triake Ordinere in format. White cardboard 

printed in red. the bread ration in 1952 was 1000 gma daily. 50X1 -HUM 

(g) Trlske per Femi Deri 12 Muej - Ration Card for Babies up to 12 Months 

Issued to all babies aged up to one year, regaijdless of parents' social 
origin. | ; j 

: ] 

Note* only one card, not a set of three. This card, white cardboard of 
the standard format, printed in blue, entitles the parents to draw certain 
amounts of milk, sugar and butter for a baby, j 

( h ) Trlske Per Gra 7 Zana - Ration Cards for Pregnant Women 

Issued to women from the third month of pregnancy to the baby's birth, 
regardless of social origin. The woman must possess a medical certificate 
issued by a State midwife. j- 


/“Not clear whether one or three cards_7 White card, regular format, 
printed in green. Entities bearer to extra rations, including sugar, 
butter and flour. i 

(1-) Triske Per Ushqim Suniimentar — Supplementary Food Commodity Ration Cards 

Issued to tubercular patients, who have become ill through work in the 
Government's field of labor and who have followed the routine of Slgurind 

Shoqnor Social Insurance) | Thus, reactionaries and 50X1 -HUM 

sons of reactionaires are barred from this benefit. 


Wiree categories, similar to the standard cards in format. Type A printed 
in blue. Type B printed in red. Type C printed in green ~ all white* They 
entitle holders to extra rations of sugar, butter, oil, rice and macaroni, 

(J) Triaka Per Funks ionar - Ration Cards for f Inportantjf Employees 

Issued only to top Communists* ministers, vica-Liinistersj deputetl of the 
Kuvendlt F Ipullorj all generals of the Armed Force a j directors of such 
korabinati as the Kombinati Textilit Stalin, Kombinati Sheqerit All Kelmendi; 
regional secretaries of the Labor Party? chlafsl of Slguriral Sltotlt (Security 
Police) in regional capitals. Issue depends on military rank or civilian 
basic monthly pay, work category and class. In Tirana City these were 
issued only by Murtfc Mama , Director? of the Commerce Section of the People's 
Board for the City of 'Tirana* 

Issued onaa a year. Similar to an Identification Cardi 12 pages, one for 
each month, plus, two cover sheets. The Inside papers are white, the cover 
sheets creamy yellow. Card entitle a holder to unlimited ration of white 
bread each day, plus five kgs par month of all other ration food items. 

It also entitles holder — and his dependents or: representative s collecting 
his rations -- to step automatically to the head of any queues for rationed 
goods. 


00 Trlske Vaj Qurl - Ration Card for Oil for Light £~ke>vos&ne ? 7 

Issued to all persons, regardless of social origin (including reactionaires ) 
who do not have electric, light installed in their hones. Issue Is linked 
to a Vertetim (declaration) issued by the Kshllli Lagjes (city sub-sector) 
/of by a local People's Board in the countiy "J where the family group 
resides. 


Issued twice a year. Card of similar size to the regular ration card* Made 
of blue cardboard with black letters, six coupons to a card — one for each 
month. One coupon, entitles holder to three 11 toys of petroleum oil per month. 
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Triske Oumshi Per FenrL Deri 6 Vjec - Milk Rat: on Card for Children Aged One 
i to Six Mars. 

: | ; I i 

Issued, in addition to the three Triake Grdiuev.i , to ail children from 13 
months through six years, inclusive, regardless of social origin. 

Issued monthly. A wliite card with green letters, similar to the normal 3 ize. 

M titles child to 1/2 liter of milk per day. 

(m) Triake - Antarsi e - Dependents* Ration Cards 

Issue! only- to persons within the Governmaut • s field of labor. Validity ceases 
automatically at termination of employment. When a person is hired within the 
Government's field of labor — in a State ministry, institution, plant, etc. -- 
he is issued ration cards, by* the JHan/punes Tresktimi.t / see paragraph 3 (k) | 

items above on cards issued to various types of citizens / for himself and his 
dependents; ration cards for bread, food commodities,, clothing ana any special 
ones to which the family is entitled, j From the seksionit Kuadrit (Personnel 
Section) of the institution etc. Ithe worker obtains a Verbatim (Verification 
Document) on headed paper .jh±ch states that Worker X employed in such-and-such 
institution, has .... dependents and works as a ...... | With this Vertetim the 

worker goes to the bre;jtoria K o operatlva Konaumlt nearest him (Tirana; Rr. 
paaar Iri) c He presents the Vertetimgi pays 100 tek, and receives a Triske- 
Antarsie, which brings him membership in the Kopperativa Konsumit. Membership 
in tVie Cooperative is not obligatory, but it is the only way to get additional 
firewood aud coal. The Triski -Antarsie is valid, for one year. 

: i j | i 

The Triske - Antarsie is a booklet, about U l/U” x 5 3/U % with a cover of 
thicks dark gray paper. There ore eight (16 sides) inside pages, white, printed 
in black. The front) cover- bears (the initials of the appropriate regional 
Kooperatlva Konsumit! ( K.K.T - K'ooperativa Konsumit Tirane, K.K.D - Kooparativa 
Konsumit Durres etc .) 3 the title | of the cards 'Persona* after which is inserted 
the number of persons in the family group (the worker and his dependents)^ at ~ ! 
a serial number. Thb Inside. .page bears the name of the regional Kooperatlva 

Konsumitii the work- j-.- 1 - ''omc. surname, profession., institution ^ where emploj’ed. 


address and tha BloKiu- uahqimeve 
the Consumption Cooperatives , in 
raj one in which a person lives. 


4, AACMiiKO p “ w 

number on which he depends o (The outlets for 
cities, depend on the bloku or block of the 
rujwno in muu, « Bread.' and food conunoditiiea“can be collected 

only at tha Bloku Uahqimavet indicated in the Triake-Antaralo . Clothing items 
may be collected at any. Kooparativa Konsumit. This first page is signed by the 
issuing Dre jtoria Kooparativa Konsumit and bears the appropriate K.K1 stamp and 
the date of issue o Than comas a page for each month of the year® Each page 
lists the worker"s BXoku-Uahqlmevat number, his name -and surname, categopr of 
the ration cards issued him. and his dependents, signature and stamp ox the 
responsible Kooperatlva Konsumit j representative of the block concernaa where 
commodities collected. Each monthly page has a column, listing Send! (items) 
and Cmlml (prioe) . The items ares 

Sheqer 
Makar oni 
Vaj 
Crls 
Sapun 
Fasule 
Marine la t 
Djathe 
Gjalpr 
Gjlae 
Sallee 

The front of the last page is divided into three parts, with sections for i oux ^ 
months in each part. This page concerns Oymir (coal) and Dru (firewood)., Coal 
and K> od are collected at the Kooperatlva Konsumit ®£ me block to which the 
worker ia responsible,. The K.K.j representative there signs in. the quantity 
collected, tha date and his name! in the appropriate monthly box. 
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Si 

igar 

Piper 

-pepper 


Macaroni 

Kompotsto 

~Compot>. 


Cooking oil 

Turshl 

-Canned 0 , uu 


Rice 

j 

cucumbers 

- 

Soap 

Xrypo 

-Salt 

« 

Beans 

Ulllij 

-Clives 

„ 

ilun 

Mjalte 

-Appi a s 


C 

leesa 

MJeljl 

not tran 


Butter 

Blskota 

-Biscuits 

- 

B 

it.temilk curd 

Karamele 

-Candy 


1 

omato Sauce 

Cokollate 

-Chocolate 



Liqar - Liquor 
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The last page of the Triske-Antcjraie provides a record of the holder 1 a Take! 
(mer.berahlp fees) for tho vltj (year)* ^har© are columns for each month, for 
amount paid and signature of official ut the appropriate Drdc'oria K.K. . A 
monthly sum is payable — 100 Lelc — at, the Drjatoria K.K. 

Any time a housewife goes to her Bloku-TJshqlmevet to buy food commodities, coal 
or firewood, she hands, in her ration, books, from which the necessary coupons 
are detached, and her Triake-Antarsie , in which the purchased items are 
recorded* 

If a worker loses his. job in the Government v a field of labor, for any reason 
'(hat la non-political, he is not bound t o hand, back his TrSske-Antaraie* But 
it automatically loses its value since all. ration cards must , upon dismissal, 
be hantW? back to the Nen/Punalt Trisktimit of the enterprise concerned . 


9. "Special clothing authorizations, in addition to the normal clothing ration card, are 
issued to various privileged categories of Communists s Sulaual and S takaao vi ati ( as 
premia), students leaving to study in the USSR or other satellite countries, persons 
entitled to the Trlaka. Par Funks! onar* These are typewritten on white paper that bears 
the heading of the Sekalonlt Tregetlsa (Commerce Section) of the Executive Committee of the 
Regional People's Board concerned* It Is signed and stamped by the Pergjegjoal (Director) 
nf that » Action* 


-end-> 
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